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Pumping  Station,  Waneham  Bridge, 
Metheringham. 

Telephone  No.  230. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

As  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my 
report  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  your  District  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1944. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (acres) 
Population, 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1921 


99 

99 


99 

99 

99 

99 

1943 

1944 


Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers, 

99  99  99  99 


1921 

1931 


Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  1944) 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

The  usual  pursuits  were  carried  on  in  the  District. 


102,178 

22,680 

22,160 

3,825 

6,287 

6,303 

4.301 

4,931 

£104,050 

£426 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Still  Births 


Total 

M. 

F. 

401 

209 

192 

27 

17 

10 

18 

9 

9 

252 

130 

122 

Birth  Rate  19.3 

Rate  per  1,000 
Total  Births  40.4 
Death  Rate  1 1 .4 
from  sepsis  0 

from  other  causes  0 


Deaths 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence 
of,  childbirth 


2 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — Total  42.0 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . .  I 

Pneumonia  was  accountable  for  2.7o%  of  the  deaths.  Cancer  15.5%. 
Heart  Disease  26.6.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  3.6%.  Influenza  0. 

Infantile  mortality  is  below  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  of  the  HEALTH  SERVICES  in  the  AREA 

These  are  substantially  the  same  as  in  the  year  previous. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Salvage 

The  following  has  been  collected  and  disposed  of  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  under  the  control  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrts. 

Paper 

18 

6 

0 

Textiles 

— 

17 

0 

Bones 

2 

9 

0 

Iron  and  other  Metal 

— 

13 

3 

Total  Weight 

22 

5 

3 

Total  value  £142  11s.  3d. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

During  the  year  Inspections  have  been  made  as  follows  : — 


Horse  Slaughterers,  Carcases  Inspected,  Slaughterhouses  ..  171 

Food  Preparing  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  115 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  30 

Workshops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Drains  tested  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  . .  49 

Housing  Inspections  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  48 

Inspections  on  complaints  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  190 

Inspections,  re  Nuisances  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  163 

Cowsheds  .  .  .  .  . •  • .  .  .  . .  .  .  24 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Offensive  Trades  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Infectious  Diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  124 

Houses  Disinfected  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  44 

Water  Samples  taken  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  57 

Camps  and  Hostels  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  12 

Visits,  re  Sewer  Dykes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  96 

Visits,  re  Water  Supplies  to  Premises  . .  . .  . .  Ill 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  133 

Overcrowding  Cases  . .  . .  , .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Sewage  Works,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

New  Water  Connections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  68 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  153 
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Food  Condemned 

Fruit  Juice  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  7  galls. 

Tins  of  Various  Foods  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  Ill 

Bacon  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18  lbs. 

Horseflesh  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17  cwts. 

Horseflesh  Offals  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  3\  cwts. 

Livers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 

Part  Pigs  Carcase  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  32  lbs. 


Water  Supply 

During  the  War  years  no  mention  has  been  made  of  the  extensions 
to  the  Waterworks  Undertaking  made  principly  to  supply  Air  Force 
and  Military  establishments.  The  former  being  Swinderby,  Fulbeck, 
Welhngore,  Coleby  Grange  and  Metheringham  aerodromes,  and  the 
latter  scattered  military  units  throughout  the  District  with  the  exception 
of  Beckingham  Camp. 

The  yearly  consumption  figures  have  increased  from  56,000,000 
gallons  m  1939  to  166,000,000  gallons  in  1945  ,  some  of  this  increase  is 
also  due  to  the  greater  use  of  water  on  farms. 

To  meet  the  initial  stages  of  the  increase  in  demand  the  hours  of 
pumping  were  increased  to  24  hours  per  day  and  a  supply  of  water  taken 
in  bulk  from  the  Lincoln  Corporation  through  an  existing  emergency 
connection  at  Waddmgton.  This  in  time  proved  inadequate  to  the 
demands  and  a  scheme  was  prepared  by  Messrs.  Sandford,  Fawcett 
and  Partners  to  increase  the  yield  of  the  source  at  Dunston  Site  and  extend 
mains  m  various  parts  of  the  District  to  improve  the  supply  system  and 
meet  the  demands  of  the  military  establishments. 

The  whole  of  the  mains  extensions  have  been  completed  with  the 
exception  of  the  length  between  Dunston  Heath  Lane,  East  Mere  and 
Branston  Village,  which  will  have  to  be  laid  later  to  improve  the  supply 
to  Branston  Village  onwards.  These  extensions  included  a  duplicate 
9  inch  pumping  mam  along  Dunston  Heath  Lane  delivering  at  present 
to  Leadenham  Reservoir.  The  total  length  of  mains  laid  was  25 1  miles. 

The  improvement  at  the  source  of  supply  included  the  sinking  of 
two  24  inch  diameter  boreholes,  but  before  these  could  be  sunk,  it  was 
necessary  to  install  as  a  temporary  measure  an  electric  motor  and  pump 
in  the  hydrostat  chamber  to  meet  the  immediate  demands.  This  pump 
is  still  in  operation  and  is  the  sole  source  of  supply  for  the  District,  and 
was  the  means  of  carrying  the  undertaking  over  a  very  difficult  period 
prior  to  “D”  day,  when  there  was  practically  no  reserve. 

The  boreholes  are  now  completed,  together  with  a  shaft  sunk  to 
enable  all  three  boreholes  to  be  coupled  together  by  means  of  adits. 
The  new  pumps  which  have  been  completed  by  the  manufacturers  are 
in  their  stores  as  these  cannot  be  put  in  the  boreholes  and  pump  houses 
until  the  latter  are  completed.  The  Air  Ministry  withdrew  W.B.A. 
priority  over  a  year  ago,  and  all  work  has  been  held  up  since.  Meanwhile, 
the  District  is  dependent  for  the  major  portion  of  its  supply  on  a  temporary 
pump  installed  in  February,  1944,  which  is  very  unsatisfactory. 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  !  ,000  births  : — Total  42.0 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . .  1 

Pneumonia  was  accountable  for  2.7o%  of  the  deaths.  Cancer  15.5%. 
Heart  Disease  26.6.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  3.6%.  Influenza  0. 

Infantile  mortality  is  below  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  of  the  HEALTH  SERVICES  in  the  AREA 

These  are  substantially  the  same  as  in  the  year  previous. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Salvage 

The  following  has  been  collected  and  disposed  of  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  under  the  control  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrts. 

Paper  ....  1 8  6  0 

Textiles  ....  —  17  0 

Bones  ....  2  9  0 

Iron  and  other  Metal  —  13  3 


Total  Weight  22  5  3 

Total  value  £142  11s.  3d. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


During  the  year  Inspections  have  been  made  as  follows  : — 

Horse  Slaughterers,  Carcases  Inspected,  Slaughterhouses  ..  171 

Food  Preparing  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  115 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  30 

Workshops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Drains  tested  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49 

Housing  Inspections  . .  . .  .  .  ~. .  .  .  .  .  48 

Inspections  on  complaints  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  190 

Inspections,  re  Nuisances  ..  ..  ..  . .  ..  163 

Cowsheds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Offensive  i  rades  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Infectious  Diseases  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  124 

Houses  Disinfected  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  44 

Water  Samples  taken  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  57 

Camps  and  Hostels  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  12 

Visits,  re  Sewer  Dykes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  96 

Visits,  re  Water  Supplies  to  Premises  . .  . .  . .  Ill 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  133 

Overcrowding  Cases  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  12 

Sewage  Works,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

New  Water  Connections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  68 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  153 
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Food  Condemned 

Fruit  Juice  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7  galls. 

Tins  of  Various  Foods  . .  . .  . .  . .  Ill 

Bacon  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18  lbs. 

Horseflesh  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17  cwts. 

Horseflesh  Offals  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  3i  cwts. 

Livers  .  28 

Part  Pigs  Carcase  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  52  lbs. 


Water  Supply 

During  the  War  years  no  mention  has  been  made  of  the  extensions 
to  the  Waterworks  Undertaking  made  principly  to  supply  Air  Force 
and  Military  establishments.  The  former  being  Swinderby,  Fulbeck, 
Wellingore,  Coleby  Grange  and  Metheringham  aerodromes,  and  the 
latter  scattered  military  units  throughout  the  District  with  the  exception 
of  Beckingham  Camp. 

The  yearly  consumption  figures  have  increased  from  56,000,000 
gallons  in  1 939  to  166,000,000  gallons  in  1945,  some  of  this  increase  is 
also  due  to  the  greater  use  of  water  on  farms. 

To  meet  the  initial  stages  of  the  increase  in  demand  the  hours  of 
pumping  were  increased  to  24  hours  per  day  and  a  supply  of  water  taken 
in  bulk  from  the  Lincoln  Corporation  through  an  existing  emergency 
connection  at  Waddmgton.  This  in  time  proved  inadequate  to  the 
demands  and  a  scheme  was  prepared  by  Messrs.  Sandford,  bawcett 
and  Partners  to  increase  the  yield  of  the  source  at  Dunston  Site  and  extend 
mams  m  various  parts  of  the  District  to  improve  the  supply  system  and 
meet  the  demands  of  the  military  establishments. 

The  whole  of  the  mains  extensions  have  been  completed  with  the 
exception  of  the  length  between  Dunston  Heath  Lane,  East  Mere  and 
Branston  Village,  which  will  have  to  be  laid  later  to  improve  the  supply 
to  Branston  Village  onwards.  These  extensions  included  a  duplicate 
9  inch  pumping  main  along  Dunston  Heath  Lane  delivering  at  present 
to  Leadenham  Reservoir.  The  total  length  of  mains  laid  was  25 J  miles. 

The  improvement  at  the  source  of  supply  included  the  sinking  of 
two  24  inch  diameter  boreholes,  but  before  these  could  be  sunk,  it  was 
necessary  to  install  as  a  temporary  measure  an  electric  motor  and  pump 
in  the  hydrostat  chamber  to  meet  the  immediate  demands.  This  pump 
is  still  in  operation  and  is  the  sole  source  of  supply  for  the  District,  and 
was  the  means  of  carrying  the  undertaking  over  a  very  difficult  period 
prior  to  “D”  day,  when  there  was  practically  no  reserve. 

The  boreholes  are  now  completed,  together  with  a  shaft  sunk  to 
enable  all  three  boreholes  to  be  coupled  together  by  means  of  adits. 
The  new  pumps  which  have  been  completed  by  the  manufacturers  are 
in  their  stores  as  these  cannot  be  put  in  the  boreholes  and  pump  houses 
until  the  latter  are  completed.  The  Air  Ministry  withdrew  W.B.A. 
priority  over  a  year  ago,  and  all  work  has  been  held  up  since.  Meanwhile, 
the  District  is  dependent  for  the  major  portion  of  its  supply  on  a  temporary 
pump  installed  in  February,  1944,  which  is  very  unsatisfactory. 
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The  Scabies  Clinic  has  continued  its  good  work,  though  I  am  sure 
there  were  many  more  cases  in  the  District  than  ever  we  were  enabled 
to  treat. 

Our  water  supply  has  been  amazing,  and  we  can  feel  proud  of  our 
achievement  and  its  very  material  help  in  the  great  war  effort,  both  in 
providing  pure  water  for  our  ’dromes  and  for  Army  troops,  and  in  an 
increasing  and  purer  milk  supply.  The  full  figures  make  wonderful 
reading. 

The  obstinacy  of  your  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
refusing  to  allow  flax  effluent  to  be  run  on  to  our  water  area  not  far  from 
our  bore  has  resulted  in  the  discovery,  indirectly,  of  a  new  and  very 
efficient  flax-retting  process,  which  was  most  economical  in  water,  and 
re-used  the  same  water  over  and  over  again. 

This  possession  of  pure  water  makes  us  more  conscious  than  ever 
of  the  necessity  for  extreme  care  in  the  production  of  milk  which  must 
be  clean.  Pasteurisation  will  make  tuberculous  and  dirty  milk  almost 
perfectly  safe  and  must  be  continued  until  such  times  as  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  is  the  only  milk  we  know.  Then  the  deaths  of  many 
children  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  will  be  reduced  to  very  small 
numbers  indeed. 

Housing  must  be  constantly  in  our  minds.  We  need  more  and 
better  houses  and  must  make  strenuous  efforts  to  remove  defects,  long 
neglected  through  no  fault  of  ours,  whenever  time  and  material  permit. 

The  birth  rate,  which  has  in  this  war  in  entire  distinction  to  that 
during  last  war,  increased  generally  in  all  countries,  must  be  encouraged 
by  every  means  in  our  power  if  this  country  is  to  remain  a  great  and  first- 
class  power  with  all  its  potentialities  for  good,  as  evidenced  in  these  our 
finest  years. 

Thus  Agriculture  must  be  kept  attractive  to  all  its  present  workers 
and  this  can  be  done  by  a  combination  of  all  the  above  factors  and  that  of 
financial  stability,  and  thus  will  have  vital  repercussions  on  our  “Total 
Health’’  as  a  Nation. 

North  Hykeham  must  be  kept  well  before  us  for  “deeds’’  not  words 
only. 

Finally,  one  great  fact  must  not  be  left  out.  We  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  demonstrating  to  our  American  cousins  in  no  uncertain  way,  our 
normal  way  of  English  life  and  the  efficiency  of  our  agriculture  under 
conditions  which  might  seem  very  trying  indeed  to  them.  For  there 
has  been  a  big  hospital  situate  in  one  of  our  prettiest  villages  with  at 
times  1,000  beds  in  use.  The  staff  and  patients  of  this  hospital  have 
seen  what  we  can  do  and  have  taken  many  photographs  which  will  be 
scattered  over  the  vast  regions  of  America.  So  we  have  become  “News’’ 
to  many  parts  of  America.  1  trust  that  this  will  cause  a  cementing  of  the 
bonds  between  our  two  countries  and  will  help  to  ensure  lasting  peace. 

I  must  conclude  once  more  with  my  most  grateful  thanks  to 
Mr.  Chadwick  and  Mr.  Willis  for  their  unceasing  work  for  the  District. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SHARRARD. 
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APPENDIX  I. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


M  F 

1  Typhoid  and  para¬ 
typhoid  fevers 

2  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

3  Scarlet  fever 

4  Whooping  cough  ...  I 

5  Diphtheria  ...  ...  1 

6  Tuberculosis  of  re¬ 
spiratory  system  ...  4  3 

7  Other  tuberculosis 

diseases  ...  ...  1 

8  Syphilis 

9  Influenza  ... 

10  Measles 

1 1  Encephalitis  lethargica 

12  General  paralysis  of 
the  insane,  tabes 
dorsalis 

1 3  Cancer,  malignant 

disease  ...  ...  18  21 

14  Diabetes 

1 5  Cerebral  haemorr¬ 
hage,  etc.  ...  ...  15  24 

16  Heart  disease  ...  41  26 

1 7  Other  circulatory 

diseases  ...  ...  3  4 


M  F 

18  Bronchitis  ...  ...  10  7 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  2  5 


20  Other  respiratory 

diseases  ...  ...  3 

21  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

Duodenum...  ...  1 

22  Diarrhoea,  etc  (under 
2  years) 

23  Appendicitis  ...  1 

24  Other  digestive 

diseases  ...  ...  3  3 

23  Acute  and  chronic 

nephritis  ...  ...  1  3 


26  Puerperal  sepsis 

27  Other  puerperal 

diseases  ...  ... 

28  Premature  birth  ...  1  2 

29  Congenital  malform¬ 
ations,  etc.  ...  3  3 

30  Suicide  ...  ...  1 

31  Road  Traffic  Accident  3  1 

32  Other  violence  ...  3  2 

33  All  other  causes  . . .  18  11 

All  causes  ...  ...  130  122 


M. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  : — Total  ...  9 

Legitimate ...  •••  •••  ...  •••  9 

Illegitimate  ...  .  •••  ~ 


F. 

9 

9 


Live  Births — 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M. 

F. 

226 

202 

209 

192 

17 

10 

Stillbirths — T  otal 

Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate 


8  5 

8  4 

1 


Population 


•  •  • 


22,160 


England  and  Wales  . 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great 

Towns,  including  London  ... 

148  Smaller  Towns  (Estimated 

Resident  Populations  25,000  to 

50,000  at  Census  1931)  . 

London  . . . . 

NORTH  KESTEVEN  . 

i 

20.3 

20.9 

15.0 

19.3 

17.6 

Live  Births 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 
Total  population 

0.64 

0.61 

0.42 

.81 

0.50 

i - - — 

Still-births 

13.7 

12.4 

15.7 

11.4 

11.6 

O 

5  ► 

m 

Annual  Death-rate  per  1,000  Population 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

00*0 

Typhoid  and 
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